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__ public-local _X district 114 11 buildings
__ public-state ___ site sites
__ public-federal __ structure structures
___ object objects
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Name of related multiple property
listing (Enter "N/A" if property is Number of contributing resources
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Historic Functions Current Functions
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Architectural Classification Materials
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Italinate foundation_stone
Queen Anne walls Weatherboard
Brick
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other Vinyl
Aluminum

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Dane County, Wisconsin

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for the
National Register listing.)

____ A Property is associated with events
that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual
distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to

yield, information important in
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

X A owned by a religious institution or
used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or
structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on

Areas of Significance
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instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
1856-1930 (1)

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
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N/A
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N/A

Architect/Builder

Shipman, Stephen V.
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General Description

The Southwest Side Historic District is a medium-sized historic residential
neighborhood in Stoughton, a small city in south-central Wisconsin. Stoughton is in
southeastern Dane County, approximately 14 miles south of Madison, the state Capital,
and one of the state’s largest urban areas. During the last 30 years, this proximity
to Madison has resulted in Stoughton’s change from a small agricultural and industrial
community into a larger, suburban city. Despite this rapid growth, though, Stoughton
has retained its “small-town” charm, with a thriving “Main Street” commercial center
(Main Street Historic District, NRHP 1982) surrounded by picturesque nineteenth and
early twentieth century residential neighborhoods.

The Yahara River curves through the city of Stoughton, and historically, the river
divided the community almost in half, with most of the city’s commercial development
occurring on the east side of the river and, as the nineteenth century progressed,
more residential construction occurring on the west side of the river. During the
post-World War II era, the west and northwest edges of the city have exploded with
residential subdivisions, as this side of the community is closest to Madison. The
result is that today, about two-thirds of the city lies west of the river, and most
of the community’s edge-of-town “strip” malls and modern retailers have been
established along Main Street (U.S. Highway 51) on the western edge of town.

Another feature that historically made a physical impact on the growth of Stoughton
was the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul (Milwaukee Road) railroad tracks that run
from northwest to southeast through the eastern one-third of the city. These railroad
tracks were, until the late nineteenth century, the eastern boundary of the city, as
both Stoughton’s downtown commercial district and its east side residential
development ended on the west side of the tracks. Even in the twentieth century, the
railroad tracks have remained a barrier to east side residential and commercial growth

in favor of the west side.

The Southwest Side Historic District was originally the southern half of the entire
historic west-side residential district. Historically, the entire west side was one
neighborhood, but it has now been effectively divided by Main Street, which is the
main highway through the community. Historically, Main Street was a residential
street on the west side, running about in the middle of the neighborhood. But, today,
Main Street is a busy mixed-use area of modern commercial buildings and single and
multi-family housing. Also, alteration and demolition of many of the older houses
along Main Street has detracted from the once historic character of the street. The
result is that Main Street has become a boundary for two historic west-side
neighborhoods that lie north and south of the street. The neighborhood to the north
of Main Street is also potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places as the Northwest Side Historic District (listing pending).
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The development of the Southwest Side Historic District began as early as 1856, and houses
were built in the district up to and including the 1920s. Most of the construction in the
district dates to the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, when Stoughton was
a booming industrial town, but, overall, the district contains buildings from several
different eras and has a number of different architectural styles, making the district a
typical small-town historic neighborhood that features a variety of fine historic

buildings.

The Southwest Side Historic District sits on terrain that rises gently from a low point
along W. Main Street, to a high point along Garfield Street, then gently falls again toward
Oak Street. The terrain also rises gently from a low point on the east side of S. Page
Street to a high point at the center of the district, then gently falls west of Monroe
Street. Although the district is made up of several historic plats, most of the houses
have similar setbacks and sit on medium to small urban lots that feature mature lawns,
trees, and bushes. Most of the terraces in front of the buildings are also planted with
mature trees. There are no parks or large open spaces within the district boundaries, but
there is a large cemetery across from the 700 block of S. Page Street.

The streets in the district are typical urban streets that are wide enough to allow for
two-way traffic with parking on both sides of the streets. They are also improved with
concrete sidewalks, curbs, and gutters, and are lighted with standard sodium-vapor street
lights attached to wooden electrical poles. Most of the district’s streets have a low
traffic flow, although traffic is slightly heavier on S. Page Street, which is a main
residential street that connects the north and south sides of the city. The traffic is
very heavy on W. Main Street, which is a U. S. Highway and the main road through the city.

Most of the buildings in the district are frame-constructed, one and one-half or two-story
houses that have wood clapboard or aluminum/vinyl siding. Some of the buildings have brick
walls, including the historic West Elementary School (NRHP), the old Universalist Church
(NRHP), and the old First Methodist Church. The historic buildings were constructed
between 1856 and 19230, with the majority constructed between 1880 and 1910. Specifically,
72 percent of the buildings in the district were constructed between 1880 and 1910.

Since the majority of the buildings of the district were built between 1880 and 1910, their
architectural styles reflect this era. Because the Queen Anne style was the most popular
architectural style at that time, the most common style of buildings in the district is
the Queen Anne style. In fact, 39 percent of the buildings in the district have details
from this style. The Italianate style, which was popular primarily between 1850 and 1880,
but which remained popular in Stoughton well into the 1880s, is the second most popular
style in the district. While only 7 percent of the buildings in the district are
elaborately detailed enough to be termed Italianate, many of the vernacular forms‘'of the
district, particularly those labeled “two story cube,” have a similar date of construction,
form, massing, and a few of the details of Italianate style. There are also some
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examples of other nineteenth and early twentieth architectural styles in the district,
including Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, American Foursquare, and Craftsman.

The Southwest Side Historic District can be easily distinguished from its surroundings.
The area to the north of the district has already been discussed, and the areas to the
south and west of the district contain residential housing that is more modern and of a
different scale than the buildings in the district. To the east of the district, there
is a small neighborhood of primarily late nineteenth and early twentieth century houses
constructed for workers of a local wagon company. While the houses in this neighborhood
have some similar characteristics to the less elaborate houses in the district, the
buildings have less integrity and are significantly less elaborate than the bulk of the
buildings in the district. The Yahara River, which lies to the east of the district, is
another physical boundary that separates the district from the rest of the city.

Another feature that unites the buildings in the district is the overall high level of
integrity found within the district boundaries. There are only a few non-contributing
elements within the district boundaries; in fact, only 11 of the 127 district buildings
(8%) are non-contributing. Most of these buildings are non-contributing because they have
been constructed within the last 50 years. A few of the buildings are non-contributing
because they have lost most of their historic character through inappropriate remodeling
and/or additions. The non-contributing buildings are scattered throughout the district
and make no significant impact on the integrity of the rest of the neighborhood.

The Southwest Side Historic District also includes many outbuildings. These outbuildings
are a combination of old and new garages and old carriage houses and many of the old
garages and carriage houses have been remodeled. While there are several interesting old
carriage houses in the district, they and the other carriage houses and garages are not
architecturally or historically significant and are not included in the building inventory
or noted on the district map.

Description of Selected Buildings in the District

Greek Revival

324 S. Page St.
First Universalist Church
1858 (NRHP, 1982)

The First Universalist Church is a one-story cream brick building constructed in the Greek
Revival style. The church has a low-pitched gable roof with a full pediment across the
gable peak of the main elevation. Projecting from the east
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end of the roof is a square steeple that consists of a base decorated with pilasters and
an entablature, a belfry covered with wood shingles and decorated with pilasters and a
cornice, and a tent roof covered with wood shingles. The building’s walls are also
decorated with simple brick corbeling and shallow pilasters. A brick water table defines
the first floor from the raised foundation. The window openings are tall and narrow
multiple-light, triple-hung sashes decorated with tall shutters. The foundation windows
are smaller, multi-light sashes. A tall, narrow window separates the two entrances in the
main elevation. The entrances are simple wooden doors decorated with transoms. A wide
set of steps with wrought iron railings lead to these entrances from the sidewalk. Stephen
V. Shipman of Madison was the architect.

Italianate

516 S. Page St.
Stoughton-Falk House
1856; c. 1890

Luke Stoughton, the official “founder” of the city, built this large, cream brick,
Italianate mansion on a portion of his large land holdings in 1856. Originally, the house
consisted of a main block with two large north and south wings. The wings were removed
and the main block was extensively remodeled around 1890 by the Falk family, who lived
there for much of the twentieth century. The main block of the house is two-stories in
height, and both two-story and one-story rear wings project from the main block. The main
block features a low-pitched hip roof with wide, overhanging eaves decorated with brackets
attached to a wooden frieze. Under the frieze of the front portion of the main block there
is a wide row of brick corbelling that suggests brackets. )

The cream brick walls of the main block are punctuated with tall and narrow segmentally-
arched windows that are filled with single-light, double-hung sashes topped with raised
brick label moldings decorated with keystones and corbel stops. At the northeast corner
of the main block, there is a projecting two-story rectangular bay that features a
pedimented roof, wooden frieze and belt course, and arched openings decorated with label
moldings. The rear one and two-story wings have smaller openings that are filled with six-
over-six-light double-hung sashes decorated with flat stone lintels. A stone lintel also
decorates the simple wood paneled entry door in the rear wall of the one-story shed-roofed

wing.

Spanning much of the front elevation is a two-tiered Queen Anne style porch. The first
story has a hip roof decorated with a pediment and a spool-and-spindle frieze. The porch
is supported by square posts decorated with small brackets and features a balustrade with
turned posts supporting a fancy cut-out detail underneath the railing. The second story

porch sits over the main entrance and
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has turned posts with small brackets, a spool-and-spindle frieze, and an identical
balustrade. A south side entry porch also has the same frieze and balustrade, but it is
partially enclosed with segmentally-arched single-light, double-hung sash windows and
decorative wood trim. The main entrance consists of double wood paneled doors covered with
storm doors. It sits in a projecting entry pavilion that creates an interior foyer. This
entry pavilion is covered with wood clapboards.

401 W. South St.
A. Ovren House
1884

This late Italianate house is a two-story rectangular residence with a one and one-half
story rear ell and a modern one-story garage addition attached to the rear of the main
block. The main block has a low-pitched hip roof with wide, overhanging eaves decorated
with paired brackets, dentils, and a wide frieze. Projecting from the east elevation is
a two and one-half story square tower that features a mansard roof topped with metal
cresting. Gable-roofed dormers project from the mansard, which also has wide, overhanging
eaves decorated with brackets and dentils.

The walls of the building are covered with narrow clapboards and punctuated with
segmentally-arched openings filled with single-light, double-hung sashes and decorated with
pedimented lintels. The original porch was replaced with an early twentieth century porch
that has a hip roof, square columns, an enclosed balustrade, and screening. The rear ell
has a gable roof and smaller windows, and the modern garage addition features a shed roof

and two modern garage doors.

517 and 525 W. South St.
R. Devoll and Solon Devoll Houses
1885, 1883

The Devoll Houses have main blocks and features that are similar to the Ovren House’s main
block and similar to each other. They are both two-story Italianate style houses with
square forms, low-pitched hip roofs, wide overhanging eaves, paired brackets, and dentils
decorating a wooden frieze. Both houses are covered with narrow clapboards. The R. Devoll
House has medium-sized window openings filled with single-light, double-hung sashes
decorated with flat cornice lintels. The Solon Devoll House has segmentally arched windows
filled with single-light, double-hung sashes decorated with pedimented lintels.

The R. Devoll House also has a one-story square bay projecting from the east elevation.
The bay has a mansard roof, wide eaves with brackets attached to a wide frieze, and very
tall, narrow openings filled with sashes that have vertically divided upper lights. A
modern garage addition projects from the west
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elevation. It includes a sunken garage with a second-floor interior attached to the first
story of the house.

Both Devoll Houses have replacement porches. The R. Devoll House has a porch that spans
the entire width of the main elevation. It has a flat roof, square posts, an enclosed
balustrade, and an open balustrade attached to the roof. The Solon Devoll House has a
hipped roof porch that is slightly narrower. It has square posts and an enclosed
balustrade.

500 S. Page St.
First Lutheran Church Rectory
c.1885

This is a very late Italianate house that is two stories tall with a low-pitched hip roof.
Under the wide roof eaves is a paneled frieze with unusual widely-spaced dentils and paired
brackets. The walls of the house are covered with narrow clapboards and punctuated with
rectangular window openings filled with single-light, double-hung sashes decorated with
cornice lintels. A one-story bay projects from the south elevation of the main block.
It has a hip roof, wide eaves, a frieze with dentils, and paired brackets. The bay has
rectangular single-light sashes, plain pilasters, and decorative wood panels.

The main entrance to the house is in a small projecting entry pavilion and is decorated
with narrow sidelights and a narrow transom. The entrance is covered by a porch that spans
the entire first story of the main elevation of the house. The porch has a flat roof
supported by thin turned posts decorated with delicate brackets. The balustrade is made
up of spool-and-spindle posts and runs down a set of wooden steps that lead to the main

entrance.

400 Garfield st.
West Elementary School
1886, 1899, 1905 (NRHP, 1992)

The West Elementary School is a two and one-half story late Italianate style cream brick
building originally constructed in 1886. Major additions were made to the building in 1899
and 1905 and were constructed to match the architectural character of the original
building. The school has a steeply-pitched hip roof with several projecting hip-roofed
dormers. Two massive brick chimneys also project from the roofline. The roof has
moderately wide eaves decorated with a molded wooden frieze.

The cream brick walls of the school are punctuated with many round and segmentally-arched
openings. Most of these openings are tall and narrow and on the second story they are
round-arched and filled with rectangular, multi-light openings and arched transoms. The
openings are decorated with round brick arches
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decorated with pronounced archivolt trim that extends to form a molded impost course. On
three elevations of the building these round-arched openings are generally symmetrically
spaced, but on the east elevation the openings are placed closer in an arcaded effect that
is enhanced by the. archivolt trim.

The first story windows are mostly tall, narrow, and segmentally arched openings filled
with multi-light, double-hung sashes decorated with segmentally-arched brick 1label
moldings. A brick belt course runs through the center of these openings. The smaller
windows on the north and south elevations are round-arched on the second story and
segmentally-arched on the first story. They are decorated in a similar manner as their
larger counterparts and also filled with multi-light glazing.

There are two entrances to the school, on the north and south elevations. The south
entrance, or main entrance, has double doors decorated with sidelights and an elliptically-
arched, multi-light transom. A brick elliptical arch with archivolt trim decorates this
entrance. The rear, or north entrance, also features double doors topped with both square
and elliptically-arched, multi-light transoms. A brick elliptical arch with archivolt trim
also decorates this entrance. The entire building sits on a cut limestone foundation.
Small, multi-light, sash windows with segmental stone arches punctuate the foundation
walls.

The building was used as a school until 1982; then in 1988 it was renovated into an
apartment building, which altered the interior but retained most of the building’s historic

exterior.

Queen Anne

409 W. South St.
George Ainsworth House
1886

The George Ainsworth House is a two-story Queen Anne style residence that has an irregular
plan and a steeply-pitched intersecting gable roof. Decorating the gable peaks are
stickwork gable ornaments and projecting from the northeast corner of the house is a two
and one-half story square tower. The tower features a steeply-pitched mansard roof topped
with metal cresting and oculus windows that sit under Palladian-arched eaves. The walls
of the house are covered with narrow clapboards and punctuated by tall, narrow openings
filled with single-light, double-hung sashes decorated with cornice lintels and carved wood
surrounds. On the east elevation, the window opening is round-arched and is decorated with
an arched hood mold. Also on the east elevation is a rectangular bay that has a hip roof
with metal cresting, a frieze with brackets, pilasters, panels carved with a pointed arch
motif, and rectangular single-light, double-hung sashes.
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The front porch covers the main entrance to the house, which is in the first story of the
tower. The porch has a shallow mansard roof topped with metal cresting and supported by
square posts. It also has an arched frieze, brackets, and a plain balustrade. The main
entrance consists of a simple wood and glass door covered by a storm door. It is decorated
with a cornice lintel and carved wood surround. Attached to the east elevation of the rear
one and one-half story ell of the house is an ell porch that has a shed roof supported by
round columns. It has a plain balustrade.

511 S. Page St.
John & Emma Evans House
1889

The Evans House is a two and one-half story Queen Anne style house with an irregular plan
and a combination hip and gable roof. Projecting from the roof are several pedimented
attic gables that are covered with decorative shingles and decorated with multi-light
openings. The walls of the house are covered with narrow clapboards and punctuated with
many varied openings. Most of the individual window openings consist of single-light,
double-hung sashes decorated with cornice moldings and flat brackets that “support” the
flared belt course dividing the first and second stories. Above the main entrance on the
front elevation of the house is a Palladian window decorated with a wide, flat cornice.

Projecting from the northwest corner of the house is a two-story rectangular bay that is
covered with horizontal siding and decorated with pilasters. The bay is filled with
single-light sashes and two large openings decorated with transoms and sidelights.
Covering the bottom of the bay are panels of vertical wood siding that extend around the
rest of the house, creating a wide water table. An octagonal oriel with similar panels,
brackets, thin pilasters, and tall, narrow openings projects from the southwest corner of
the house. A small rectangular bay also projects from the rear of the south elevation of
the house.

The main entrance is covered with an entry porch that features a steeply-pitched gable roof
and elaborate woodwork. The gable peak is decorated by a large crosspiece that is attached
to the porch’s carved frieze, large brackets, and heavy turned posts. The balustrade
features very thin posts connected by decorative scrolls.
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John J. Holmstad Queen Anne Houses

417 W. South St. 519 S. Page St. 416 Oak St.
Holmstad-Olson House Holmstad-Townsend House Ole Heggestad House
1884 1889 C.1900

620 S. Prairie St. 409 Oak St. 332 Oak St.

Martin House Rasmussen-Aaker House J. I. Suby House
c.1900 1906 1906

401 Oak St. 408 Oak St.

John J. Holmstad I House John J. Holmstad II House

1906 1909

These eight houses can be traced to local builder and contractor John J. Holmstad
(Holmstad’'s name was spelled several different ways, depending on the source. Holmstad
was the most consistent spelling found.) Several other houses in the district have
features that are similar to these houses and may also have been built by Holmstad, but
these are the only houses that can be directly linked to him. Holmstad lived in some of
the houses before selling them to others.

The earliest of the Holmstad houses is the Holmstad-Olson House, built in 1884. This house
is a two-story Queen Anne style residence with an irregular plan. The house has a steeply-
pitched gable roof with decorative bargeboard and cross pieces in the gable peaks. The
walls are covered with narrow clapboards and punctuated with tall, narrow, single-light,
double-hung sash windows. On the first story the windows are decorated with carved cornice

lintels and on the
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second story the windows are topped by a cornice that spans the entire gable peak and is
decorated with dentils. A one-story bay projects from the east elevation. It has a hip
roof, brackets and large single-light sash windows. The plain main entrance is covered
with a simple overhang that has a square post and plain balustrade..

The second Holmstad house erected in the district is the Holmstad-Townsend House, built
in 1889. It has details that are similar to those of the Holmstad-Olson House. The
Holmstad-Townsend House is a two-story residence with an irregular plan. The house has
a steeply-pitched intersecting gable roof with a slightly projecting front gable. The
walls are covered with narrow clapboards and punctuated with single-light, double-hung sash
windows. The main entrance is covered with an entry porch that features a gable roof with

a decorated gable peak.

The remaining Holmstad houses were all built between 1900 and 1910 and share a different
set of features. They are all two to two-and-one-half story late Queen Anne style houses
that have complex hip and gable roofs with projecting dormers and/or attic gables.
Projecting gables are decorated with stickwork, bargeboard, and/or wood shingles and have
a variety of small openings. Dormers feature gable roofs, bargeboard and/or classical
details and a variety of window types. The walls of the houses are all covered with narrow
clapboards and punctuated with a variety of window openings. Most, though, are single-
light, double-hung sashes, but there are also oval openings, Palladian-style openings,
projecting bays, and oriels. All of the houses have large porches, some with wrap-around
verandas. The porches have a variety of trim including round columns, square columns, and
plain, cut-ocut, or enclosed balustrades.

These later houses, while having similar features, are not identical, and each has some
distinctive characteristics. For example, the Ole Heggestad House has fewer decorative
features than the other houses. The Martin House is more picturesque, with a veranda that
features square posts and a cut-out balustrade, and decorated gables that include
bargeboard, fancy wood shingles, and stickwork. The J. J. Holmstad I and Rasmussen-Aaker
houses are more classically appointed. These houses have more symmetrical forms and
features, classical porch columns, and less decorative gables. The J. J. Holmstad II house
also has a symmetrical form and classical details, but its porch has a picturesque quality
in its decorative stickwork-style balustrade. Aand, finally, the Suby House is the most
rambling and elegant of all of the Holmstad houses. It has more distinct classical
details, like a Palladian-style window on the west elevation that is decorated with a
classical cornice and a leaded glass fanlight; and a veranda with round columns. The
dormers that project from the roof also feature classical pediments, pilasters, and
Palladian-like tripartite openings. The unusual oriel on the east elevation features

arched openings and a classical cornice.
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Late Gothic Revival

401 W. Main St.

First Methodist Church

c.1910

The old First Methodist Church is a two and one-half story red brick church building that
has details from the late Gothic Revival architectural style. The building has a steeply-
pitched complex hip and gable roof covering an irregular plan. Projecting from the square
main block of the church along the north and east elevations are two virtually identical
gable-roofed ells. The steeply-pitched gable roofs of these ells are topped with narrow
parapets that are decorated with stone coping. There are also small gothic-arched openings
in the gable peaks. In between the ells, at the northeast corner of the church, is a
massive corner tower. The tower has a large tent roof, a paneled frieze, and very tall,
narrow gothic-arched openings filled with louvers and glazing. The openings are decorated
with compound gothic arches and stone sills.

The walls of the gable-roofed ells are each dominated by a massive gothic-arched window
opening that contains smaller compound gothic arches, gothic-arched tracery, and pictorial
stained glass. A smaller gothic-arched stained glass opening is located in the north
elevation, west of the north ell. The main entrance is in an entry pavilion that projects
at an angle from the corner tower. This entry pavilion has a steeply-pitched parapeted
gable roof, stepped buttresses, and a brick cross in the gable peak. The double doors of
the main entrance have gothic-arched windows and are surmounted by a gothic-arched enclosed
transom. Along the east elevation, to the south of the east ell is a rectangular ell that
has a flat roof, arched openings, and an entrance with a gothic-arched transom. The entire
church building sits on a raised cut stone foundation punctuated with small, square
openings.

American Foursquare
524 S. Page St.
Louis & Frederikka Trulson House

1903
The Trulson House is a two and one-half story residence that has details from both the
American Foursquare style and the Colonial Revival style. The house has a generally
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